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Dear Memphis Law Student Body, 

Serving as your Student Bar Association President for the 2024-2025 academic year has been an honor. I 

am deeply grateful to you all for entrusting me with this responsibility, and I am proud to say that, alongside my 

incredible Vice President, Ciana M. Charity, we made history by becoming the first SBA administration led by two 

Black students in our school’s history. More than that, we are both women and military veterans. 

 

This year has been nothing short of extraordinary. We earned state recognition for hosting numerous voter 

registration drives, launched our new Practice Perspectives Panel Series to enhance job awareness for our students, 

successfully revived the historic Race Judicata 5K, and proudly secured Senator Cory Booker as our 2025 

Commencement Speaker! Together, we have exceeded goals, strengthened collaboration across organizations, and 

deepened the ties between students, faculty, staff, and the broader Memphis legal community. Through challenges 

and victories, we have uplifted one another, proving that unity, determination, and vision can move mountains. 

 

As we close out this academic year, I want to take a moment to celebrate the resilience, passion, and 

dedication that define our student body. Whether you are completing your first year, wrapping up another semester, 

or preparing to step boldly into the legal profession, your hard work has contributed to a legacy that will continue 

to inspire those who follow in our footsteps. 

 

Beyond my role as SBA President for the 2024-2025 academic year, I have had the privilege of serving as 

an Academic Success Program Dean’s Fellow for the second consecutive year. Holding both positions 

simultaneously has provided me with a unique and invaluable perspective—allowing me to see our institution and 

its students from multiple angles. Through this experience, I have gained a deeper appreciation for the diverse 

strengths, perspectives, and ambitions that make our community so special, as well as the lasting impact of our 

victories, challenges, and collective perseverance. 

 

To the Class of 2025—my fellow graduates—congratulations! We have navigated the rigorous demands of 

law school with unwavering determination, and now we stand at the threshold of our next great challenge: the bar 

exam. As we prepare for this final hurdle, let us find comfort and confidence in knowing that we are ready. We are 

supported by a network that believes in us—our classmates, faculty, alumni, and the entire Memphis Law 

community. We are equipped with the knowledge, perseverance, and endurance to succeed. 

 

Take pride in how far you have come, and carry forward the lessons, friendships, and values you have 

gained here. The legal profession awaits us, and I have no doubt that each of us will make a meaningful impact in 

the world. 

 

I wish you all a successful exam period, as well as a restful and rewarding break. To my fellow graduates, 

best of luck on the bar exam! The future is ours—Go Tigers! 

 

Crystal J. Golden, MBA 

President, Student Bar Association 


